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Journal Questions 

Book One, Chapter One, “The Two Swords” 
What main virtue do you expect Arthur to work toward attaining as 
king? Use an example to support your view. What specific vice might 
hinder his pursuit of this virtue? Use an example to support your view. 
How might this affect his rule of the Realm of Logres? 

Book One, Chapter Two, “Balyn and Balan” 
What is the Dolorous Stroke? Who dealt it? What significance is 
attached to it? What might it symbolize with regard to virtue and vice?

Book One, Chapter Three, “The First Quest of the Round Table” 
Describe the first quest of the round table. How did this impact the 
creation of the Code of Chivalry? What is the Code of Chivalry, and 
what does it consist of? How might it affect the Realm of Logres?

Book One, Chapter Four, “The Magic of Nimue and Morgana le Fay” 
Explain how book one, chapter four foreshadows events to come later. 
Give at least one detailed example. Do you think the fall of Logres is 
inevitable? Assess Arthur’s ability to lead his kingdom through difficult 
situations. (Reminder: foreshadow mean to hint at something to come 
later).

Book Two, Chapter One, “Sir Gawain and the Green Knight” 
Describe Sir Gawain’s quest literally and figuratively. Did he prove his 
valor? If so, how? If not, then, why not? Be specific.

Book Two, Chapter Two, “The First Quest of Sir Launcelot” 
Describe Sir Launcelot’s quest literally and figuratively. Did Sir Launce-
lot prove himself to be an honorable knight?  If so, how? If not, then, 
why not? ]

Book Two, Chapter Three, “Sir Gareth, or the Knight of the Kitchen” 
Describe the quest of the Kitchen Knight literally and figuratively. 
How does it relate to the virtue of mercy and vice of cruelty?

Book Two, Chapter Four, “Sir Tristam and the Fair Iseult” 
Explain the trap that Sir Tristam fell into. How does he get out of it? 
What does this show us about his struggle between vice and virtue?  

Book Two, Chapter Five, “Geraint and Enid” 
Who does Geraint serve? Use examples to support your answer. What 
does this show us about his virtues?  What does it suggest about the 
nature of courtly love? 

Book Two, Chapter Six, “Sir Gawain and the Lady Ragnell” 
Describe Sir Gawain’s quest literally and figuratively. What trial must he 
endure? Does he overcome it? If so, how? What does he demonstrate 
about the virtue of beauty and the vice of ugliness?

Book Two, Chapter Seven, “Sir Percivale of Wales” 
Describe Sir Percivale’s quest, especially his encounter with the Lady 
Blanchefleur. Why does she say he is “more blessed” than Sir Launcelot? 
What might this foreshadow?

Book Two, Chapter Eight, “The Story of Launcelot and Elaine” 
Describe Sir Launcelot’s quest literally and figuratively. Do you think 
Sir Launcelot upheld the Code of Chivalry? Explain your view using at 
least three examples.

Book Three, Chapter One, “How the Holy Grail Came to Camelot” 
In this chapter, we meet Sir Galahad, the best knight in the world. What 
family lineage does he claim? What virtues does he possess? Use exam-
ples to support your view. What symbols from part one of the story 
coalesce (come together) to suggest his impact on the “hour of the 
Glory of Logres” (278).

Book Three, Chapter Two, “The First Adventures of Sir Galahad” 
This chapter continues the quest for the Holy Grail, fulfilling prophe-
cies from the first part of the book and adding legendary elements to 
biblical allusions. Describe the conversation between the strange white 
knight and Sir Galahad. What does Sir Galahad learn? What item does he 
gain? What title does he gain? What virtues does he demonstrate upon 
parting with the strange knight? 

Book Three, Chapter Three, “The Adventures of Sir Percivale” 
In this chapter, Sir Percivale has a number of strange encounters that 
alternate between wake and sleep. Describe each of his temptations. 
What do they symbolize? What does he gain once he ultimately awakens?  
How is his wakefulness both literal and spiritual? 

Book Three, Chapter Four, “The Adventures of Sir Bors de Gannis” 
Yet another Knight of the Round Table ventures forth in an effort to 
achieve the quest of the Holy Grail. At the outset of his quest, Sir Bors 

de Gannis learns that he may reach the Grail only if he is pure of 
heart. To test this, he must decide between saving his brother or a 
damsel in distress. Which option does he choose? Why? Do you think he 
made the right choice? Explain.

Book Three, Chapter Five, “The Adventures of Sir Launcelot” 
Despite his many virtues, we learn in this chapter that Sir Launcelot is 
also held by vice. What grave sin has Sir Launcelot committed? What 
effect does his sin have on his quest for the Holy Grail? How might he 
redeem himself?

Book Three, Chapter Six, “How Launcelot and Gawain Came to Carbonek” 
Describe the relationship between Sir Launcelot and Sir Gawain. In 
what esteem do they hold one another? How do they jointly pursue 
the quest of the Holy Grail? Which knight do you like more? 

Book Three, Chapter Seven, “The End of the Quest” 
This chapter concludes the quest for the Holy Grail. Who achieves the 
quest? What virtues does he have that sets him apart from all the 
others on the quest? What biblical figure does he symbolize? How?

Book Four, Chapter One, “Launcelot and Guinevere” 
Despite Sir Galahad’s achievement of the quest for the Holy Grail, the 
Realm of Logres is still doomed to fall. Sir Launcelot and Lady Guinev-
ere contribute gravely to this fateful outcome. What vices do they 
demonstrate? Compare and contrast their respective “guilt.” Who is 
more culpable? 

Book Four, Chapter Two, “The Plots of Sir Mordred” 
The plots of Sir Mordred set in motion evil forces predestined to 
bring about the end of King Arthur’s “realm of righteousness.” 
Describe King Arthur’s response upon learning of the betrayal of Sir 
Launcelot and Lady Guinevere. Should he have shown more mercy? 
Expain your view.

Book Four, Chapter Three, “The Last Battle” 
King Arthur receives a grievous wound in “the last battle.” Who deliv-
ers the wound? What might heal the wound? What might the wound 
symbolize?
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